
 

 

SUMMER 2026 SEMI-ANNUAL ETSAP MEETING 

hosted by the University of Cape Town. 

 

Final Program 
(All times are local) 

 

Dates:  25th – 26th June 2026 
Contacts: Kathleen Vaillancourt <kathleen@esmia.ca>  
  Bruno Merven <brunomerven@gmail.com> 
 
Venue for the training session and workshop 
Snape Lecture Theatre 2 (LT2) 
Address: Snape LT2, Snape Lecture Theatre Building, 25 Engineering Mall, Upper Campus, UCT, 
Rondebosch, Cape Town, 7700 
Maps link: https://maps.app.goo.gl/Cgp5BSLmE5bCZdQ7A 
Venue details and room capabilities: 
https://ictsapps.uct.ac.za/classroom/index.php?d_op=getVenue&vid=150 
 
For the online participation a link will be shared before the workshop. 
 

 

THURSDAY 25TH JUNE 2026 (09:00-17:30)  
ETSAP Regular Workshop Day 1 

 

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 2026 (09:00-13:00)  
ETSAP Regular Workshop Day 2 

 

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 2026 (14:00-18:00)  
 

ETSAP Executive Committee 
(Participation restricted to ETSAP Delegates, officers, and invited experts) 

Agenda and attachments are sent separately 
 
 

22TH-24TH JUNE 2026 (09:00-17:00)  
Basic training course on VEDA-TIMES 

 
 
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__maps.app.goo.gl_Cgp5BSLmE5bCZdQ7A&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=QtzVPBOC9MXGGRq1jWzxew&m=lJvIO_3kergIYH5ySokrPUZz660QeGz7jOxY3nwNH_memDDkT-FzI8gKTicybmFN&s=W1a7FF5ZQpzcNEguT4TGlaFqTyVXkqdRI4H9TmxQREg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ictsapps.uct.ac.za_classroom_index.php-3Fd-5Fop-3DgetVenue-26vid-3D150&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=QtzVPBOC9MXGGRq1jWzxew&m=lJvIO_3kergIYH5ySokrPUZz660QeGz7jOxY3nwNH_memDDkT-FzI8gKTicybmFN&s=E1O1lCpxd7EbQkxY6k_MKzP0k4YlPf9HpaJtas-aWL0&e=


 

 

THURSDAY 25TH JUNE 2026 (09:00-17:30)  
 
 

REGULAR ETSAP WORKSHOP DAY 1 

09:00 – 09:15 WELCOME  

• Dr Bruno Merven, UCT 

• Prof. B. O’Gallachoir ETSAP Chair 
 

09:15-10:30 SESSION 1: MODELING ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH AFRICA  

Chair: Prof. B. O’Gallachoir 
 
Overview of the activities and tools of the Energy Systems Research Group in UCT  
Dr Bruno Merven, UCT 
 
Developing Scenarios for Climate-Informed Economic Pathways Modelling approach and results snapshot from 
a recently concluded PCC study 
Guy Cunliffe, UCT 
 

 

10:30-11:00 COFFEE BREAK 

11:00-13:00 SESSION 2: METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES  

Chair: Prof. Steve Pye 
 
An Open TIMES tool stack for ETSAP 
James Glynn, ESMA, Ireland.  
 
Integrating TIMES into the Python Ecosystem via GAMSPy 
Justine Broihan GAMS Software GmbH (Online Presentation) 
 
Empirical evidence for slack in Modeling to Generate Alternatives  
Ariadna Fossas-Tenas, Xin Wen (presenter), Evelina Trutnevyte, University of Geneva, Switzerland 
 
MESSAGE-GLOBIOM with MATLAB-Gurobi or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying About Degeneracy in MESSAGE 
Takuya Hara, Toyota Central R&D Labs., Inc., Japan  (Online Presentation) 

13:00-13:45 LUNCH 

13:45-15:30 SESSION 3:   

Chair: Dr Anna Krook-Riekkola 

Evaluating a whole energy system model using hindcasting: Insights from 31 European countries 
Hui Shen, University Of Geneva, Switzerland 

 
Addressing context-specific energy modelling risks and dynamics in low- and middle-income countries 
Prof. Steve Pye, UCL, UK 
 
Coal, Gas, and RE futures in the South African power system: a scenario experiment 
Amit Kanudia, KanORS-EMR, India 
 
Transition to Net-Zero: How Future Electricity Demand Shapes India’s Power Sector Decarbonization Pathways 
Julie Corberand, IFPEN 

 

15:30-16:00 COFFEE BREAK 

16:00-17:30 SESSION 4:   

Chair: Dr James Glynn 
 

Projected Energy System and Climate Impacts of Ireland’s Large Energy Users Connection Policy 
Teresa Bonserio , University College Cork, Ireland 
 

Translating Observed EV Charging Behaviors into the Swiss TIMES Energy System Model 
Rudolph Santarromana, Paul Scherrer Institute, Switzerland 
 



 

 
Assessing the Global Potential of Heat-Only Small Modular Reactor for Decarbonizing Space Heating Demand: 
Insights from TIAM-FR 
Albin Gagnepain, Center of Applied Mathematics, Mines Paris – PSL, France (Online Presentation) 
 

 

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 2026 (09:00-13:00)  

REGULAR ETSAP WORKSHOP DAY 2 
 

09:00 – 11:00 SESSION 5:  MITIGATION MEASURES AND RES PATHWAYS 

Chair: Anna Cybulsky 
 

Automating TIMES Model Parameter Updates for Independent Scenario Exploration and Robust Policymaking 
Aloisius Rabata Purnama, ASTAR, Singapore (Online presentation) 
 
Balancing trade-offs in the transition towards a low-carbon Norwegian energy system 
Miguel Chang, Institute for Energy Technology (IFE), Norway 
 
Modelling Pathways for Transitioning Northern Ireland's Power Sector to Achieve 100% Renewable Electricity 
and Net-Zero Emissions by 2050 
Iram Shahzadi, Ulster University, UK (Online presentation) 
 
Balancing renewable energy pathways with nature impacts: Analyzing trade-offs between costs, emissions and 
land use 
Kristina Haaskjold, Institutt for Energiteknikk (IFE), Norway 
 

11:00-11:30 COFFEE BREAK 

11:30 – 13:00 SESSION 6: CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND TECHNOLOGY 

Chair: Dr Kristina Haaskjold 
 

Modelling the interplay between circular economy and climate mitigation for EU 
Juliana Barbosa, Sofia Simoes LNEG / National Energy and Geology Laboratory, Portugal (Online presentation) 
 
Integrating Critical Raw Materials and Circular Economy Strategies into the JRC-EU-TIMES model for European 
Union Decarbonization Pathways 
Danish Hameed, LNEG – National Energy and Geology Laboratory, Portugal (Online presentation) 
 
A Techno-economic perspective on LNG Regasification and Natural Gas Direct Reduction of Iron for India’s Iron 
and Steel Sector 
Asad Sahir, Indian Institute of Technology Ropar, India 
 

13:00-14:00 LUNCH 
 


