
 

*** 

Indicative prices (in US$) of Third Party Software(a) for a single PC license(b) 
(as of August 2013) 

 ETSAP 

Contracting 

 Universities (2)  Outreach (3)  Govern- 

ment (4) 

Commer- 

cial (5) 

 Parties (1)  OECD (6) Non-OECD  OECD (6) Non-OECD    

Model Generators           

 MARKAL/TIMES Model generators available at no charge. 

 Shells           

 ANSWER (c,d) 0  2250 1800  5000 4000  7000 8500 

 VEDA-FE (d) 0  2400 1900  5000 4000  7100 9500 

 VEDA-BE (e) 0  600 500  1200 1000  2000 2500 

Modeling Language           

 GAMS 3200  640 640  3200 3200  3200 3200 

 GAMS Runtime (7) 1600  640 640  1600 1600  1600 1600 

Solvers (f)           

Power LP/MIP  9600  1280 1280  9600 9600  9600 9600 

NLP  3200  640 640  3200 3200  3200 3200 

Power LP/MIP Runtime (7) 4800  1280 1280  4800 4800  4800 4800 

NLP Runtime (7) 1600  640 640  1600 1600  1600 1600 

(1) The ETSAP countries are listed on the ETSAP Website http://www.iea-etsap.org/web/Partner.asp#Members. Contracting 
Parties discounts, and qualification for Outreach pricing on projects, are provided under the condition that the ETSAP 
participation fee is paid. 

(2) University discounts are provided for degree granting institutions under the condition that the software is to be used only 
for academic purposes. Use for external projects not directly related to academic endeavors is determined according to the 
sponsoring institution. A letter stating the academic nature of the usage must be provided when requesting the systems in 
order to qualify for University pricing. Discounts are given for universities in non-OECD countries on the “shells”. 

(3) Outreach refers to any government/research organization associated with an ETSAP Contracting Party as part of a 
cooperative agreement/project, where no commercial institution is involved for ANSWER and VEDA.  

(4) Government refers to multi-national organizations (e.g., United Nations Development Program), non-profit groups (e.g., 
NGOs), government donor agencies (e.g., US Agency for International Development, Australian Agency  for International 
Development, European Union), and government planning and research institutions (e.g., USDOE national labs) different 
from the ETSAP Contracting Parties and not working directly with one. 

(5) Commercial refers to any for-profit firm looking to gain access or repeatedly apply ETSAP tools as part of commercial 
undertakings. 

(6) OECD refers to all countries other than those considered “developing” countries.  
(7) GAMS provides a 50% discount for those non-academic institutions looking to use GAMS only to run TIMES models by 

means of an ETSAP Runtime license
1
. Contact the ETSAP Liaison Officer (Gary Goldstein, DecisionWare.NY@gmail.com) for 

more information. [Note that existing Outreach licenses may continue to be used, or migrated to a Runtime license cutting 
the annual maintenance fee by around 50%.]                                                                    

 (a) After the first year all Third Party software is subject to an annual maintenance fee equal to 20% of the current systems 
prices. General trade conditions apply for GAMS and the solvers along with ANSWER (Australia) and VEDA (India). Contact 
software@etsap.org for information. 

(b) The basic license agreement entitles the user to load the software only on a single personal computer. The purchase of 
two/three/four license increments constitutes a small/medium/large Group License permitting up to 5/10/20 individuals 
(computers) in the same organization to use the software. Site licenses are also available. A single license may be converted 
to a Group License, or a Group License expanded, by bringing all back maintenance up-to-date and adding the next 
licensing increment. Similarly, Project Licenses (multiple institutions collaborating on a particular initiative employing the 
ETSAP tools) can be arranged, contact software@etsap.org for conditions and pricing. 

(c) A special version of ANSWER-TIMES is available that supports working with the International Energy Agency’s Energy 
Technology Perspectives (ETP) multi-region TIMES model, contact Ken Noble noblesoft@netspeed.com.au. 

(d) Existing ANSWER-MARKAL users wishing to move to ANSWER-TIMES or VEDA-FE may do so for 70% of the ANSWER-
TIMES/VEDA-FE fee if their ANSWER maintenance is current, 85% otherwise. 

(e) VEDA-BE is a generic report facility for any GAMS model, and can be readily used with either VEDA-FE (required) or 
ANSWER (optional). VEDA_BE prices are 50% higher when purchased for use with ANSWER. 

(f) CPLEX, XPRESS and GUROBI are power LP/MIP/Barrier solvers (many times faster than MINOS for LP). MARKAL/TIMES-
MACRO requires an NLP solver of which CONOPT and MINOS are currently available. GAMS also provides open source 
solvers at no charge for more modest modeling endeavors. These prices are for standard Windows systems, other 
platforms (e.g., UNIX) and server licenses are also supported. 

                                                           
1
 A Runtime license does NOT allow the user to make any changes to the TIMES model definition (equations and variables), or run any other 

GAMS model. 


